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HISTORIC CONTEXT

John Preston
Historic Environment Manager



THE WIDER CONTEXT

� Tree planting strategy for spaces to 
be set in context of Cambridge as a whole

Significance

� Green river corridor through the city

� Sequence of historic riverside
green spaces 

� From Grantchester Meadows
to the Lents and Mays course

Issues and Challenges

� Many studies over the years
incl Jesus Green and Midsummer 
Common Conservation Plans



HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
“All aspects of the environment resulting from the interaction
between people and places through time, including all 
surviving physical remains of past human activity, whether 
visible, buried or submerged, and landscaped and planted or 
managed flora.”
(PPS5, Planning and the Historic Environment, 2010) 



KEY STRATEGIC ISSUES

MAINTAINING THE SPECIAL CHARACTER OF CAMBRIDGE
� Large scale trees are a vital part of Cambridge’s character, spaces and 

streets

CLIMATE CHANGE
� Trees can play a significant role in mitigating climate change impacts
� Species selection will be key to maintaining character in a changed climate

REGENERATING THE TREE STOCK
� The planted landscape is largely c19;                           

large scale renewal will be needed

For all of these………
LONG-TERM THINKING IS VITAL!



CITY-WIDE STRATEGIES       (in preparation)

ARBORICULTURE STRATEGY 2010-2014
� New strategy needed to replace 1997-2007 Strategy, and meet new challenges
� Will cover trees in both public and private ownership
� Linkages with Historic Environment Strategy
� Draft started, progress dependent on capacity
� Public consultation early 2011?
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY
� Over-arching strategic policy (Supplementary Planning Document)
� Strategic support for Conservation Area Appraisals and other policies
� Draft started, initial informal consultation 
� Key issues and priorities identified 
� Significance, Climate Change, Growth, Access, Managing Change, Quality of Change
� Linkages with Arboriculture Strategy
� Conservation Area Appraisals provide evidence base
� Public consultation late 2010-early 2011



CONSERVATION AREAS AND POLICIES

� Central area designated 1969
� Riverside extension 1993

� Kite Area Appraisal 1996

� Historic Core Appraisal 2006

� Assesses significance
� Street analyses
� Vulnerability to change
� Planning policies
� Management policies



HISTORIC CORE CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL
JESUS GREEN
� http://www.cambridge.gov.uk/public/pdfs/Jesus%20Green.pdf
VICTORIA AVENUE
� http://www.cambridge.gov.uk/public/pdfs/Victoria%20Avenue.pdf
Cross-referenced to Jesus Green and Midsummer Common Conservation Plans



HISTORIC CORE APPRAISAL STREET AND SPACE ANALYSES

Identify significant trees, key views etc                       
JESUS GREEN AND VICTORIA AVENUE
(Midsummer Common not part of the Appraisal)



PRO-ACTIVE CONSERVATION PROGRAMME 2008-2011

All existing Conservation Areas to have an Appraisal
� De Freville designated 2009, Chesterton & Ferry Lane reviewed 2009
� West Cambridge current consultation (exhibition 24-25 September 2010)
� Midsummer Common assessed as part of Riverside Appraisal 2010
� plus Newmarket Road Suburbs and Approaches study 2010
� trees and landscape assessed
� drafts by consultants 

Public consultation Autumn 2010

All completed appraisals at 
http://www.cambridge.gov.uk/ccm
/navigation/planning-and-building
-control/historic-environment-and-trees/



DRAFT RIVERSIDE CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL
First draft received from consultants
Being prepared for consultation
(with Newmarket Road study) 
Dates to be confirmed

“A backcloth of trees surrounds the commons, 
softening and at times hiding the built-up area
beyond. 

The commons form part of a green wedge which 
penetrates the City east to west. 

The Commons are important open spaces visually,
for informal recreation and for wildlife.  They bring
countryside into the heart of a busy city.”



PUBLIC CONSULTATION & 
RESULTING PROPOSALS

Andrew Preston
Environmental Projects Manager



Public Consultation
� Public Workshop held in early July.
� City wide Public Consultation carried out from 26th August to 

10th September.
� Exhibitions held on Midsummer Common & Jesus Green 

which were well attended with over 150 leaflets handed out.
� The questionnaire and proposals were available 

electronically online and at the Customer Service Centre.
� A total of 267 responses to the questionnaire have been 

received.







Public Consultation (continued)
� Primarily to consult on the proposed EIP tree planting 

scheme.
� Opportunity taken to gauge public opinion with regard to 

future management of the spaces.
� Results will be taken into account when reviewing the 

existing management plans and conservation plans for 
these areas.



Consultation & Resulting Proposals
� 267 Responses to Questionnaire.
� Representation by 8 Organisations or Groups.
� 87.5% in favour of keeping the central area of Midsummer 

Common clear for fairs etc.
� 84.7% in favour of identifying entrances/exits to the 

common with individual trees.



Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA  A - Fort St. George Riverside

87.5% disagreed with removing young, mixed species trees to replace with Willow.

96.1% agreed with retaining the mature London Plane to the east of Fort St George.



Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA  B - Riverside Path

66.8% agreed with replacement of the diseased, young early mature mixed species 
trees and replacing them with irregularly spaces Willows with groups of Black 
Poplar behind.



Trees proposed to be replaced









Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA  C - Brunswick Development Area

91.7% agreed with screening the Elizabeth Way Bridge and Brunswick Development 
site with groups of irregularly spaced large species trees.



Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA  D - Brunswick Development site to Brunswick Walk

74.8% agreed with infilling clusters of new tree planting on the slope maintaining 
views of the river.

Subject to further local consultation



Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA  E - Butt Green

75.3% agreed to more tree planting along the paths.

91.5% felt that tree planting would soften the view of the toilet block.



Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA  F - Victoria Avenue (east side)

82.5% would prefer the replacement of the Horse Chestnuts as and when they 
become diseased and/or unsafe.



Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA M - Victoria Avenue (north west)

60.2% preferred not to replace random mixed species to the west of Chestnut Avenue.

NO PROPOSALS FOR THIS AREA



Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA G - London Plane Avenue

93.1% agreed with the proposed replacement of diseased and/or unsafe trees with 
the same species.

The existing tree management regime will continue with trees replaced as and 
when they become diseased and/or unsafe.



Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA H - Lower Park Street to Victoria Avenue

41.3% agreed that more irregularly spaced trees adjacent to the path based on 
existing species should be provided.



Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA I - Park Parade

60.9% agreed to replacing the 3 No. Leylandii adjacent to the tennis courts and 
replace with Lime.

76.7% disagreed with the proposal to replace the Copper Beech along this boundary 
with Lime.



Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA J - Cherry Avenue

78.8% agreed to the approach of replacing the existing cherry trees as and when they 
become diseased and/or unsafe and replacing them with similar ornamental trees.

NO RESULTING PROPOSALS FOR THIS AREA



Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA K - Swimming Pool

55.4% agreed that the planting of a native species unclipped hedge to replace the 
Leylandii hedge would be the best approach in line with the Heritage Lottery Bid.









Consultation & Resulting Proposals by Area
AREA L - Towpath

79.5% agreed with the suggestion to plant Willows north of the towpath.

79.1% agreed with the suggestion to plant Lime to the south of the towpath.



MIDSUMMER COMMON
Summary of Proposals

� Existing tree stock 108.
� Proposed to increase to 158.
� 50 new trees and 10 replacements.
� All new trees will include the necessary cattle 
guards.



JESUS GREEN
Summary of Proposals

� Existing tree stock 222.
� Proposed to increase to 242.
� 20 new trees and 4 replacements.
� Staged replacement of the Leylandii Hedge. 



Summary of Tree Species Proposed
Silver Weeping Lime



Small Leaved Lime



Black Poplar



White Willow



Pollarded
Willow



London Plane



TREE PROTOCOL PROCEDURE
� Applies to all Trees owned by the City Council that 
are proposed to be replaced or removed.
� 2 week consultation with notices on affected trees.
� Objections presented to Planning Committee 
[17th November 2010] which will make a 
recommendation to the Executive Councillor for Arts 
& Recreation.
� Decision made by Executive Councillor in 
conjunction with the Director for Environment. 



Replacement Works - £5000
Supply of new trees  - £12,000
Planting & Watering - £13,000
Cattle Protection - £20,000 

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST  - £50,000

ESTIMATED SCHEME COSTS



DELIVERY PROGRAMME



QUESTIONS


